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We, to-day, welcome and celebrate the birth of a new year. The 
old year has passed away, and we are standing on the brink of a 
new one. The whole civilized world observes this day. One class 
greets this day in a very godless manner. They eat and drink, and 
are happy in their way. Their maxim Paul states in the words: “Let 
us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die.” They are as thoughtless 
as mortals can be. - Without considering, without meditating, without 
weighing what might befall them, they hurry into the new year. 
That this life, which covers a short span of time, has any object 
whatever they never think of. On they go from year to year, with 
the cares and pleasures of this life killing them off as they hurry 
on— poor, deluded mortals! 

Among the children of this world we find some, however, who 
are more seriously minded. On occasions such as this one, they 
look back upon the past year, examine their accounts, and from this 
basis make all kinds of deductions and inferences respecting the 
future. At the beginning of the year, they will plan and plot how 
they can make the best use of their time to gain more and enrich 
themselves. Their confidence is placed in their experience, their 
trust is lodged in themselves, and they want to be the sole framers 
of their good fortune. At the highest, they will acknowledge that 
the object of their life is to serve their country, to help their fellow- 
men, and to promote the general welfare. They do not go beyond the 
things of this earth, and try to carry out by their own strength what 
they have undertaken. Thus they equip themselves on an occasion 
like this one with new strength and vigor to tend to the desired end, 

Christians, followers of Christ, look at this life in a different 
light. Their aim is another. Their wish and longing lies imbedded 
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in other channels. Their way leads to a different goal. To them 
New Year’s day is of more significance and import than to the 
worldly-minded. It brings to their minds the past with its many 
sins. Failings, shortcomings, weaknesses, and the like hurry through 
the heart and fill it with thoughts respecting the future. They will 
avoid this wrong act, never say that again; they will try to shun all 
sinful thoughts; they will work with more pleasure and contented- 
ness; they will help their neighbor, assist in building up his fortune, 
‘alleviate pain and misery wherever they can; be truly charitable 
wherever opportunity affords; in short, they are going to do every- 
thing to make the year a pleasant one to themselves and their neighbor. 
Thus they wish themselves a happy new year. 

Now, when will a year be a truly happy one? Whom does God 
promise a happy new year? When will He send and give you such 
a year? Let us choose as topic for our discourse: 


A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
The subject, examined in the light of our text, impresses me 
thus: The year will be a happy one if 
1. Jesus is our strength; ; 3. Jesus is our hope; 
9. Jesus is our consolation; 4. Jesus is our life. 


il 

Jesus is strong and powerful. “All things were made by Him, 
and without Him was not anything made that was made.” Look 
about you to see what Jesus has made. There flows a river, in a bed 
made by His hand. Yonder stand the rock-ribbed and hoary moun- 
tains, their summits towering above the clouds, their roots planted 
in the heart of the earth — majestie works of nature. Here is the 
earth with everything that it contains; there is the sea with its in- 
numerable sea monsters—all made by Jesus. Go forth at night! 
Seest thou those bodies floating in the universe? Who placed them 
there? Jesus did—a display of divine strength! Look at yourself! 
What a work both of art and power you are! Who has formed you 
thus? The God of strength did it. Whatever we can see around us 
and elsewhere proceeded out of Christ’s hand—a strong God. His 
strength is manifested in preserving all things and keeping them. 
Without God’s help and providence the heavens and earth would 
collapse, the stars and planets would fall and be thrust into the 
direst commotion. Without God’s strength night and day would 
cease, light and darkness would be no more, the whole earth would 
be a howling wilderness. But God is a strong God, a powerful, a 
mighty God. Is this God your God? Is the Jesus of our text 
your strength ? 

A happy new year to you, then; for in Him we have true 
strength! Without Him we can do nothing. All our strength is 
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weakness; all our power, frailty —if not obtained from Him. He 
must be the Vine and we the branches. He must be in us and we 
in Him, and we must remain there. If a man abide not in Him, he 
is cast forth as a branch and is withered; and men gather them, and 
cast them into the fire, and they are burned. “If ye abide in me,” 
says Jesus, “and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you.” Jesus our strength, then we 
are strong. : 

With might of ours can naught be done, 

Soon were our loss effected; 

But for us fights the Valiant One 

Whom God Himself elected. 

Ask ye, Who is this? 

Jesus Christ it is, 

Of Sabaoth Lord, 

And there’s none other God, 

He holds the field forever. 


Oh, to have Him means to have power to pass ‘a year in happiness. 
Without Him we are as the chaff which the whirlwind gathers in 
a heap to scatter again to the four winds. In Him, with Him, by 
Him — let winds blow, let tempests roar, let waves roll, and waters 
dash against us: in vain! Jesus the Almighty is our strength. 

It is He also that has obtained salvation and redemption for us, 
that we may lead a life which is pleasing unto God. Of Him we 
read: “There is forgiveness with Thee, that Thou mayest be feared,” 
a forgiveness procured by Himself. The first step towards this 
blessed gift for us is recorded in our text. After His birth, eight 
days having elapsed, He was circumcised. Through this ceremony 
He was placed under the Law, as Paul states: “In the fullness of 
the time God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the 
Law.” Put under the Law, He was enabled to render perfect 
obedience to the same, a thing that we would have eternally fallen 
short of. This perfect obedience becomes ours when He is our 
strength. By His Spirit we daily receive strengtf that we may 
meet all the burdens and disappointments of this life. By Him our 
faith is strengthened to lead a godly life amidst the trials and 
temptations of this earth. If Jesus is our strength, we are happy 
mortals. But if He is our strength, then we cannot be it ourselves. 
Remember that! As long as a man considers himself strong, he has 
no desire to call foreign strength to his rescue. But when he feels 
his weakness and debility, his utter helplessness and misery, his 
nothingness and sinfulness, then alien help is called in, then Jesus 
will be called upon to be our strength. Sin must be seen and felt 
before grace can be appreciated; appetite must be present if food 
is to be relished; there must be a wound before the physician can 
heal it; you must be weak before you can be strong in Jesus, It 
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demands no searching look to find your weakness; God’s Law shows 
you an abundance of weaknesses and sins which condemn you in 
God’s eye if you are without the strength of Jesus. But having 
that strength, those sins are passed by, are covered up, true strength 
has been imputed unto thee. The believer a strong man, Jesus his 
strength, a happy man, unto him a happy new year! 


2. 

If Jesus is our consolation, the coming year will be a blessed one. 
We have great need of a consolation such as Jesus is and gives. The 
year that has just flown shows us this. There are our many sins, a 
weight that would burden us forever, had we not the Consolation of 
Israel — sins that would bring us to the place of eternal weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then look at the many trials we have passed 
through; misfortune has overtaken some, sickness has befallen others, 
and painful separations have caused tears to flow into open graves — 
they teach us how much we need the consolation of Jesus, the com- 
fort of our God. 

Turn to the dark future. Can you scan it? Do you know what 
it will bring you? Alas! no one knows. There may be stored away 
in its meshes the very sweets of earthly happiness which shall be 
wafted to you in balmy breezes; but there may also be stored away 
in the seed of time the very gall and wormwood of affliction. No one 
knows. But this is certain: if Jesus is our consolation, we are 
equipped to meet them. 

When you, my friends, go traveling, or take a journey to some 
distant point, you prepare for it in all possible ways to meet all 
cases of emergency. Well, you, to-day, are starting out on a great 
journey, a journey that will bring you nearer to eternity, a journey 
that you will be called upon to give an account of. How are you 
prepared? Is Jesus your consolation? Rest assured, the year will 
bring with it troubles and afflictions, sins and transgressions, for 
which we shall be in sore want of solace and deliverance. 

Such is offered you in the name of Jesus which was given to 
Him on the day of circumcision. In this name are treasured up 
all the riches and sweetness of God’s mercies; it means Savior, 
Deliverer, Helper out of every need. Jeremiah says of Him: “In 
His days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely. And 
this is His name whereby He shall be called, The Lord, our Right- 
eousness.” . All believers will dwell safely if Jesus is with them. 
Why? Because He removes all dangers, He takes away our sins, 
saves us from them, and alleviates our pains and afflictions by con- 
soling us in them. 

Jesus, Savior, come to me! 

Let me ever be with Thee; 
Come, and nevermore depart, 
Thou who reignest in my heart! 


Verne 
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Ah! it is consolation to have Him in our heart; for there is sal- 
vation in none other name under heaven given among men whereby 
we must be saved. 

One day Jesus and His disciples went into a ship to pass over 
the Sea of Galilee. While out on the sea, there arose a mighty gale; 
the winds blew with terrific force, the deep roared, and the waves 
dashed up against the little ship, so that it was covered by them. 
The disciples were stricken with fear. They hurried to Jesus, who 
was sleeping, and cried, “Master, master, we perish!’ He arose, 
rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. — We, 
too, are in a ship, crossing the sea of life. It is a stormy voyage. 
O what storms, what winds, what gales and hurricanes sweep this 
sea! How are we tossed about! The hot sirocco casts our boat to 
the north, the cold gale flings our boat to the south again, billows 
and waves almost cover it, tides of affliction dash up against it, until 
finally, with sails tattered and torn, it drifts into the ocean of 
eternity. My friend, is Jesus in the ship, or are you alone? Is He 


_your consolation? See, how hushed the storm is on Galilee’s sea! 


He does the same to-day. He will lull into silence all your fears 
and vexations of spirit. “Peace, be still!” He says, and a great calm 
follows. You will need Him as sure as His disciples did, and then 
you will see what a great consolation He is to you. 

Amidst the perils and vicissitudes of this life you will need con- 
solation. This year may bring some sudden calamity to your busi- 
ness; fire or financial embarrassment may reduce you to penury; 
sickness may cast you upon your couch; yea, the cold finger of 
death may single you out for the dark grave. We know not what 
this year, this month, this week, this day, yea, this hour may bring us. 
Therefore let us be wise in this, that we may be prepared to meet the 
stormy days. Beset on all sides by dangers, it is good to have a safe 
refuge, and this is given you in Jesus. He will shield you from the 
snare of the fowler and from the noisome pestilence. He shall cover 
thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou trust; His 
truth shall be thy shield and buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for 
the terror by night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day. Jesus your 
refuge — eternally secure! Jesus your consolation—happy man, 
happy home, happy year, happy eternity! 

His rod and staff comfort us. These are His Word. In it He 
shows, teaches, and instructs us in matters of the soul and its wel- 
fare: how we can secure heaven, how we can lead a life pleasing to 
God, and how we shall reap the seed sown in this life. It tells us 
that we need a staff to lean upon, and it offers the same to us in 
Jesus. Resting on Him, we have a consolation that the world amidst 
all its gayeties knows nothing of. Ah, for the rivers of consolation 
that flow forth out of the eternal Fountain of truth! How they 
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ripple over the pebbles of affliction! How they smooth the rough 
rocks of sorrow cast upon our hearts! How they cool hot brows and 
strengthen weary hands! O what mercy God has vouchsafed to us 
in His Son! May our weary and weak hearts well up into joy over 
this heavenly gift in the coming year, and we shall surely find that 
we are happy then only when Jesus, the Bread of heaven, is our 
consolation. 


3. 


Jesus must be our hope also, should happiness be ours in the 
time to come. Yonder is a man whose mind, on New Year’s Day, 
is filled with meditations and vain speculations of the future. This 
year, he says to himself, I am going to make so much, pay off so 
rauch, and the like. He looks into the future with a hopeful view; 
he counts on and trusts in things that have too often proved empty 
dreams. That man hopes, by virtue of his strength, to obtain some- 
thing to make his mark. A striking trait about him is, that the ideal 
of his hope, the god of his hope, is the world and its advantages. 
The earth contains all things he ever dreams of desiring. That this 
is very unwise need not be shown. The example shows you what 
hope is; it is a bending forth, a stretching towards something that 
we cannot see, as St. Paul writes: “Hope that is seen is not hope; 
for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for it? But if we hope 
for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.” This is 
the hope we speak of here. 

Paul declares that the Lord Jesus Christ is our hope, the object 
of our hope. To Him we must stretch forth in true faith, in Him 
must our wishes, desires, and longings center, to Him we must look 
in. all conditions and states. Look at the treasures of grace that are 
given us by Him! Forgiveness of all our sins, from the smallest up 
to the largest, as John says: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness. And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous.”. In Him we have pardon for 
infinite offense; we are by nature rebels that have broken the great 
King’s commands by being unloyal to Him, and for this reason we 
should be put to death; but Jesus steps between justice and the 
sinner, and has the vials of wrath poured out on Himself; He 
willingly suffers, and thus secures our pardon before God. —In Him 
we have righteousness, since He is made righteousness for us. That 
was the sole object of His ignominious death, that we might be the 
righteousness of God in Him, that we might have a righteousness, a 
habit that is pleasing to God.—In Him we have peace. God was 
highly displeased with our disobedience; He promised to punish us 
for it. Jesus suffered the punishment for us. God’s wrath chased 
Him from the garden to the judgment hall and thence to the cross, 
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to get satisfaction, which was obtained as the resurrection proves. 
God is at peace with man, as the angels sing: “Peace on earth,” 
given us in Jesus. These are some of the gifts secured to us in 
Christ in whom the Christian hopes. He that looks away from the 
things of time to Him will be truly happy, for “hope maketh not 
ashamed,” says Paul, because “the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given’ unto us.” Such hope is 
grounded upon a Rock that defies time and eternity. He that is 
built upon it is safe, is happy. 

A peculiarity of this hope is, that it pertains to this life as well 
as to the next. We read: “We know that all things work together 
for good to them that love God.” It is nothing but goodness and 
merey that follow the believer all the days of his life. Jesus our 
hope, happiness is ours. This is the language of the hopeful man: 
“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want.” God your protector 
and guardian— no need, no lack, no want! Jesus, the Good Shep- 
herd, cares for you. Jesus your hope—happiness here, happiness 
yonder! 

Can there be an object more worthy of desiring than this? Where 
is it if you so believe? Show it! Take all the things of this earth, 
add to them the entire globe, and will they bear a comparison? No! 
Jesus says: “What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall he give in exchange 
for his soul?’ The answer is: He can give nothing, nothing valuable 
enough, Jesus is the Savior of our souls, by hope. How valuable, 
how precious must He be! What, then, can be better and more 
pleasing to God than to make Jesus our hope by believing in Him? 
For him who has thus far not trusted in Him there is nothing more 
urgent; this should be his first business. Jesus must be your hope, 
or you are undone. And you, believer, gladly make use of this 
occasion to renew your confidence in Him who gives us life eternal. 
The happiness that you have enjoyed while resting in Him in the 
time past should also be a motive of clinging more firmly to Him 
in the days to come. He that heeds these words will not rue it, 
neither now nor then. 

4, 

If you would be happy, Jesus must be also your life. Scripture 
speaks of life in various meanings. Here we use the word in the 
sense of spiritual life in opposition to spiritual death. The man 
that looks to Jesus for comfort and succor has life in this sense, 
while he that looks away from Him is and walks in darkness, as 
John states: “He that hath the Son hath life, and he that hath not 
the Son of God hath not life” The one is living, the other dead, 
before God. With the one God is pleased, with the other He is highly 
displeased. The one is filled with light, the other is utter darkness. 
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God is with the one, the other is without God. Where is the differ- 
ence between these two classes of mankind? One word tells you, the 
word “Jesus.” One has Him, the other not. 

Jesus has life in Himself; His being is life. “In Him was 
life,” says Scripture, “and the life was the light of men. These 
things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son 
of God that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may 
believe on the name of the Son of God.” This life is certainly not 
physical, but spiritual, and given by faith to man while dwelling on 
earth. It sounds almost incredulous to the unbeliever when he hears 
that the believer in Jesus has everlasting life on earth by faith. 
Yet the Bible teaches it, and the believer knows well how true it is. 
A friend offers you a splendid gift; you stretch forth your hand to 
receive it. This act of drawing the gift towards you takes but a 
moment; but you have the gift as soon as your hand grasps it. So 
it is with life eternal. As soon as the sinner stretches forth the 
hand of faith and grasps Christ’s atonement, he has everlasting life; 
but it takes time until his dying day before he is in full and lasting 
possession of it. He is daily bringing it nearer to himself, or rather, 
is being brought nearer to it by faith in Christ. People very often 
believe and imagine a Christian to be a miserable man, hardly 
knowing what he is about. But there is no man dwelling on the 
globe that deals with more certainties, facts, realities, and truths than 
the believer in Christ. That we waver and doubt is not caused by 
God’s Word, which we believe, but by enemies from without; they 
begin to pry and cavil at the truth, and we are driven by our frail, 
sinful flesh, only too prone rather to believe the deception than the 
reality, to follow the call of the wolf rather than the voice of the 
Shepherd. But shall man’s unbelief make the faith of God without 
effect? Never! 

As Jesus has secured this life for us, and since it is offered 
to us in Him and in none other, he that wishes to obtain it must 
seek nowhere else for it but in Jesus. It is true, Jesus is about the 
last one approached by man for life and help. Man will try all 
other things to appease God’s wrath. He will seek refuge in a life 
of morality, by shunning whatsoever might be considered wrong before 
men; he will try to keep the Lord’s holy Law by his own strength; 
and not until he has tried all means and failed with them, will he 
say: “Jesus, Lover of my soul, let me to Thy bosom fly!” The 
cause of this is Satan, sin, or our own hardheartedness; we put 
repentance off and off until God presses us into the dust by some 
heavy affliction; and then we begin to look to Jesus, and He be- 
comes our life. 

Let us make Him our life by renewing our faith in Him this 
day, while on the brink of a new year, knowing that we shall have 
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great need of Him, for often we shall want comfort true and lasting, 
and who shall give it if Jesus does not? This year will not wholly 
be made up of cheerful and bright days; there will be cloudy days, 
gloomy days, sad days, dark days, dying days. If Jesus is your life, 
you can be without fear. The language of the believer’s heart is: 
“Though I walk through the valley of thé shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil.” Why not? “For Thou art with me.” Ah, great words 
from a believer’s lips! Blessed the man that can say this, for he has 
the greatest bliss and felicity this world can offer to man, even Jesus, 
the Son of the Highest, and in Him life eternal; the weak bud of 
this life bursts forth into the sweet-scenting blossom of the next. 
Jesus your life now, Jesus your life forever, — unto you will not 
only this year be a happy one, but also all the endless years of 
eternity will bring nothing but happiness. 

And suppose that this year is the last of your life, how will you 
meet death, with Jesus or without Him? Happy man if Jesus is 
yours; for then harm shall not come nigh unto you, since Jesus 
has gone before you into the dark valley and removed all dangers 
and hindrances. He has smoothed the rough path for your feet 
and will be with you as your strength, your consolation, your hope, 
and ‘your life. Blessed man! If Jesus is not yours, you will be 
truly miserable in the hour of departure; then all the agonies and 
pains of death are prepared for you, and this year will be the be- 
ginning of eternal misery to you; for without Jesus, without strength, 
without consolation, without hope, without life — death, eternal death, 
will be your lot! 

Yet a few words. I see a large arch reared by the hands of 
time. Over the entrance is chiseled in imperishable stone the figure 
1890. The whole human race stands before it. Immediately on the 
other side of this aerial structure is darkness, impenetrable darkness, 
darkness as black as night. Some shudder and grow sick at heart 
at the entrance; they hate to move on, but are driven into the 
blackness of night. Others hurry into it with cheers and songs of 
hilarity; they stalk into the darkness, their eye constantly directed 
downwards, trying to pierce the gloom. There is another class of 
people entering upon this dreary waste. Their eye is looking up- 
wards, and in the distance they desery a light bright and fair, the 
light to show the way that they may avoid the snares and pitfalls 
and wiles of the Wicked One. It beams across their path, filling it 
with the brightness of day, banishing all earthly darkness. 

Are you, my friend, looking upwards to the true Light, which is 
Jesus, while gliding out by the tides of time into the perturbed sea 
of the future, or are you looking downwards where you cannot even 
discern the pathway before you? If the latter is true, your journey 
will be a gloomy, a sad and unfortunate one, and will end in eternal 
darkness and grief. This year -will bring you more sadness than 
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gladness, for misfortune will befall you sooner or later. But if 
Jesus is your Light shining across this dark passage at which you 
are steadfastly looking, a happy new year unto you! In days of 
sunshine, happy; in days of darkness, happy; in the day of death, 
thrice happy; for the grave is unto you but the passage to the field 
of glory where happiness shall be yours forever. But as long as you 
dwell on earth, may David’s sweet psalm be your guide: “The Lord 
is my Shepherd,” ete. (Ps. 23.) Amen. 
F. W. Apams; contr. by O. K. 


Sermon on the Gospel for the Third Sunday after 
Epiphany. 


Mart. 8, 1—138. 


In a secluded German village there once lived a poor old lady 
who was known to her neighbors and friends as “the good old lady 
with great faith in Jesus Christ.” One day a minister of the Gospel 
from a distant city came to the village. The villagers spoke to him 
in glowing words of the good old lady. From what he had heard, 
he was very anxious to meet her. He was shown to her lonely hut. 
When he had entered, he found a poor old lady in homely dress and 
antique bonnet who had just come home from the nearby forest with 
an armful of wood. The minister asked her, “Pray, tell me, are 
you the good old lady of whom the people have told me so much, 
the good old lady with a great faith in Jesus Christ?’ The old lady 
smiled, and said to him, “Sir, whether or not I have a great faith 
in Jesus Christ, I do not know, but I positively do know that Jesus 
Christ is my great Savior.” 

My dear friends, this poor old lady was not the only person in 
the world whose great Savior Jesus was; no, you and I, yea, all 
people on earth have had, have, and will have the very same almighty, 
good and great Savior; for Jesus Christ is the Savior of the whole 
world. “God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life,” John 3, 16. Jesus Christ is the great Savior of a lost 
world. The Gospel-lesson for this Sunday also points to Him, and 
says, Behold, the great Savior — your great Savior! By the assist- 
ance of the Holy Spirit... let me now call your devout attention to 


YOUR GREAT SAVIOR, 
and ask you: 
1. Do you believe that Jesus is your one and only Savior? 
2. Do you prove your faith in Him by good works? 


uD 


Beloved friends, there is but one Savior, and He is Jesus of 
Nazareth. “Neither is there salvation in any other; for there is 
none other name under heaven given among men whereby we must 
be saved,” Acts 4, 12. 

Jesus of Nazareth, the Savior of mankind, was the only hope of 
Adam and Eve in a paradise lost. Without the promise of Him, 
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which they received of God immediately after they had fallen into 
sin, they would have been the most miserable of all creatures upon 
the earth. Yea, all the promises of God during the time of the old 
dispensation point to Him as the one and only Savior. His life and 
work, while He was in this world, prove that He is the Savior. He 
came to seek and save the lost, and He neyer grew weary in calling 
them unto Himself nor in helping them. “He was the same to 
Jews and Samaritans, Roman soldiers and Judean scribes, the fisher- 
men of Galilee and the Levites about the temple, little children and 
titled Nicodemuses, Matthews and Magdalenes and Zacchaeuses and 
harlots and Judases, as well as Peters and Johns and sisters of 
Bethany and widows of Nain and matrons of Capernaum; yea, even 
to the thieves under the penalties of their crimes.” (Seiss, Dost Thou 
Believe? p. 204.) Jesus came to save all. And He did save all; 
for He fulfilled the Law of God, and suffered and died for. all sinners. 
But, alas! not all the saved believe in Him. There are, comparatively 
speaking, only a few who believe that He is the great Savior of the 
world. All true Christians, however, believe and confess that He 
is their great Savior. 

The two men spoken of in our Gospel-lesson believed that He 
was the great Savior of the world and, therefore, also their Savior; 
for we read: “When He was come down from the mountain, a great 
multitude followed Him. And, behold, there came a leper and 
worshiped Him, saying, Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me 
clean,” vv. 1. 2. And again: “And Jesus put forth His hand, and 
touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. And immediately his 
leprosy was cleansed. And Jesus said unto him, See thou tell no 
man, but go thy way, show thyself to the priest, and offer the gift 
that Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them. And when Jesus 
was entered into Capernaum, there came unto Him a centurion, 
beseeching Him and saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick 
of the palsy, grievously tormented. And Jesus saith unto him, I will 
come and heal him. The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am 
not worthy that Thou shouldest come under my roof; but speak the 
word only, and my servant shall be healed,” vv. 5—8. 

Jesus had just preached His Sermon on the Mount, and was now 
on His way to Capernaum. A great multitude of people followed 
Him. “And, behold, there came a leper and worshiped Him, saying, 
Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean,’ v. 2. Perhaps, my 
friends, the poor leper had heard the Savior’s sermon from a dis- 
tance,— for lepers were not allowed to mingle with a crowd of 
healthy people, — or else some one told him of Jesus. By all means, 
he had some knowledge of the dear Savior, and what he knew of Him 
produced true faith in his aching heart. He argued thus: “Jesus is 
the promised Messiah, the Son of God, whom the Father sent into 
this world for all men; therefore He sent Him also for me. He is 
the almighty Helper and: Deliverer, and He can help me as He has 
helped many others. All I must do is, I must ask Him to help me.” 
That, beloved friends, was true faith; yea, that was great faith. 

The centurion also truly believed that Jesus was the promised 
Messiah, the great Savior, sent by God to save His people. He also 
firmly believed that Jesus was Ais Savior and the Savior of his 
servant, who was very sick of the palsy, suffering great pain. The 
centurion was a Roman, a Gentile, but, nevertheless, he believed that 
Jesus was also his Savior. Indeed, it is a great and mighty faith, 
this faith of the centurion, so -great that Jesus marveled, and said 
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to His Jewish followers: “Verily, I say unto you, I have not found 
so great faith, no, not in Israel.” Why did Jesus marvel? Un- 
doubtedly He marveled because the centurion was a Gentile, and 
had had but few spiritual opportunities. He had not from a child 
known the Holy Scriptures. He had received only a few spiritual 
crumbs since he had lived at Capernaum. And yet, his faith was 
most wonderful. 

How is it with us, beloved friends? All of us have had better 
opportunities and far more spiritual advantages than this Roman 
centurion. Have we also as strong a faith? We should have; should 
we not, beloved friends? We, at least the most of us, have learned 
the Word of God from our youth. Our mother took us upon her 
lap when we were yet quite young, and told us the glorious and 
saving Gospel-story of our dear Savior. She taught us to fold our 
little hands in prayer when she put us to bed, and after we had said 
our prayers, she would kiss us good-night. After we had reached 
school age, we were sent to a Christian school, in which we learned 
the Catechism and the Bible stories. Then we were sent to in- 
structions for confirmation. And from the day of our confirmation 
to this day we were often admonished to read the Holy Scriptures 
for our instruction, edification, and consolation. Besides all this, 
we have often heard the old, old story of the Gospel from this pulpit. 
Oh, how many and manifold were the spiritual opportunities and 
advantages which have been. granted us by the gracious God from 
our earliest youth to this very day! Oh, golden, God-sent oppor- 
tunities and advantages! 

Shall we, then, beloved friends, reject and disown the Savior of 
whom we have heard since the days of our youth? No; ‘indeed not! 
He alone is our Savior. He is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever. 
What He was to our fathers He is now to us, and that He will be 
to our children—the one and only Savior; yea, our Savior who 
loved us, and died for us; our God who ever lives to help us from 
all physical and spiritual needs. 

My friend, would you reject and disown your great Savior? 
I am persuaded that you will not do it, but that you will love Him, 
honor Him, and adore Him. Yea, you will love, honor, and adore 
Him if you believe in Him; for every one who truly believes in 
Him will also prove His faith by good works. 


2. 


There are multitudes who profess faith in the Savior, but with 
them it is profession only; they confess Him with their mouth, but 
their heart knows Him not and loves Him not. They profess faith 
in Jesus Christ because they consider it to be a wise business policy 
to do so; they are after customers for their wares. Or they profess 
faith in Jesus Christ because they believe that it is a good principle 
to do so; they are seeking a cloak to cover up their worldliness: 
their dance attendance and their theater going. Or they simply 
profess faith in Jesus in order that they may move in Christian 
society. They think that Christianity is a prevailing fashion in the 
community — they want to be fashionable. Such people are not 
Christians; they are downright hypocrites. 

Again, there are many others who are not hypocrites. They want 
to be 2ood ‘and true Christians, and they sincerely believe and contend 
that they are true believers in Jesus Christ, but they are not; they 
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are deceiving themselves: they have no living faith. True faith 
is not a dead thing. It is not a personal habit, not an established 
custom, not cold conventionalism, not dead formalism. No; true 
faith in the Savior is a living thing. It is fire in the soul, mind, 
and body; a fire of love for God and man, a benevolent activity for 
the advancement of the kingdom of God and His dear Son Jesus 
Christ, the Savior. True faith is not like a hidden treasure bound 
up in a napkin (Luke 19, 20), but like a napkin which holds a 
treasure. True faith embraces its inestimable treasure: Jesus Christ. 
Therefore the true believer is willing to devote all he has to the 
service of his dear Savior, and to the physical and spiritual welfare 
of his fellow-men. True Christians place their time, talent, and 
money in willing service of the Redeemer and the redeemed. With 
other words: True believers prove their faith by good works, by works 
performed not from selfish motives, but out of love to God and man. 
This is evident from our Gospel-lesson. 


Let us, beloved friends, again direct our attention to the man 
of great faith in the Savior—the centurion. There can be no doubt 
about his faith being great and his Christianity being genuine, be- 
cause Jesus Himself tells us that He had not found so great a faith 
in Israel. What kind of man was this centurion? He was a great 
man in every respect. He was a centurion, 2. e., a captain over hun- 
dred soldiers; but he was not “a hired assassin,” as military men 
“were recently called by a Roman Catholic archbishop. He was a good, 
noble, and humble man. He did not think himself above his fellow- 
men; no, he had a very- high regard, a high opinion of others, 
especially of the humble Jesus of Nazareth. When Jesus said: 
“T will come and heal him” (the sick servant), the centurion 
answered and said, “Lord, I am not worthy that Thou shouldest 
come under my roof; but speak the word only, and my servant shall 
be healed,” vv. 7—9. St. Luke tells us that the centurion did not go 
to Jesus personally, but that he sent the elders of the Jews to Him 
with his petition. And when Jesus went with them to the centurion’s 
house, the centurion sent others to meet Him, who should say to 
Him: “Lord, trouble not Thyself; for I am not worthy that Thou 
shouldest enter under my roof. Wherefore neither thought I myself 
worthy to come unto Thee, but say in a word, and my servant shall 
be healed. For I also am a man set under authority, having under 
me soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he goeth; and to another, 
Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth 
it,” Luke 7, 6—8. Indeed, my friends, this centurion was a very 
humble man! 

He was also a very compassionate man. He had a kindly feeling 
for his servants. As a rule, men of his station have very little regard 
for their subordinates, and have little or no feeling for them in their 
afflictions. But not so this centurion! He felt for his poor suffering 
servant as though he were his own son. But, perhaps, some of you 
will say: “The centurion was selfish after all; he only loved his 
servant because he was in need of his service.” But, my friends, 
you are mistaken; for the centurion also loved those who served him 
not. St. Luke tells us that the elders of the Jews said to Jesus of 
him: “That he was worthy for whom He should do this; for he 
loveth our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue,” chap. 7, 4. 5. 
He was filled with a missionary spirit; for he was active for the 
advancement of God’s kingdom. He loved God, God’s Word, God’s 
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house. Truly, the centurion had great faith in the Savior of the 
world, and he proved his faith by good works. 

How is it with us, beloved friends? Do we do as the centurion 
did? We must be somewhat like him if we would be true Christians, 
true believers in Jesus Christ. Let us not forget that we receive 
forgiveness of sin, and are justified before God, not by our works, 
but by grace, for Christ’s sake, through faith; but good works are 
necessary to prove our faith, because faith without good works is 
dead, and a dead faith cannot save. 

h May our heavenly Father give us His Holy Spirit, so that by 
His grace we may believe His holy Word and lead a godly life, here 
in time and hereafter in eternity. Amen. d. isl 


The Close of the Year. 
Ps 121.08; 


“How awful that silent, unceasing footfall of receding days is 
when once we begin to watch it! Inexorable, passionless — though 
hope and fear may pray, ‘Sun, stand thou still on Gibeon, and thou 
moon in the valley of Ajalon!’—the tramp of the hours goes on. 
The poets paint them as a linked chorus of rosy forms, garlanded 
and clasping hands as they dance onward. So they may be to some 
of us at some moments. So they may seem as they approach; but 
those who come hold the hands of those that go,~and that troop have 
no rosy light upon their limbs, their garlands are faded, the sunshine 
falls not upon the gray and shrouded shapes as they steal ghostlike 
through the gloom.” (Alex. Maclaren.) Somber thoughts, like these, 
fill our minds at this hour. We have seen the sun sink in the 
western sky for the last time in 1911. We have measured the track 
of a year’s course to its goal. We have counted its moments, its 
dusks and dawns, its moons and seasons. At times their movement 
was too fast for us, and we cried, O stay! At times their advance 
was sluggish; snail-like the minutes crept, increasing the tension of 
some dire suspense that held us in feverish expectancy. We could 
do nothing either to check or spur fleeting time. We could measure 
it; but though the ability to do this lifts us above the brute (Luther, 
I, 58), it is a sad privilege when applied to time, and especially that 
portion of it allotted to us, our life. For in every other case the 
person who measures has a starting point and a terminus. We lack 
both. Our birth and death are wrapt in unconsciousness. We know 
not ‘our coming in and our going out. And uncertainties are mingled 
with all our earthly activities, with our enterprises and achievements. 

As we muse upon these thoughts in these parting hours of the 
year, our yearning rises to Him who has said: “I am the Way, and 
the Truth, and the Life; no one cometh to the Father but by me.” 
We remember His parting promise: “In the world ye shall have 
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” To 
Him we address our prayer: 

Between the mysteries of death and life 

Thou standest, loving, guiding, — not explaining; 

We ask, and Thou art silent,— yet we gaze, 

And our charmed hearts forget their drear complaining ; 
No crushing fate, no stony destiny ! 

Thou Lamb that hast been slain, we rest in Thee. 
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Let the last lesson which we take home from our sanctuary this 
year be this: 
THE LORD JESUS MY KEEPER. 


A th 


The name of Jesus appears nowhere in this Psalm; the work of 
Jesus is recorded in every line of it. The thoughts of this Psalm are 
unthinkable outside of-that relation into which God has entered with 
man in Jesus. The Keeper in our text is “the Keeper of Israel,” 
the race with whom God had set up the covenant of grace, and to 
whom the Angel of the Covenant, the Messiah, came during their 
wanderings in the desert. .All the religious ordinances of the Old 
Testament Church pointed to the work of the future Redeemer. Even 
the earthly history of the Israelites, their deliverance from bondage, 
their strange migration to a land of promise, their wars and vic- 
tories, their labors and their rest, were but types foreshadowing the 
greater blessings of Messiah’s rule among men. — To speak of a Lord 
who guards, keeps, protects, shelters a sinful human being, that, in 
the mind of any devout Jew, was tantamount to speaking of Jesus. 
Outside of the Messiah every Jew was taught to view God as a 
terrible Being, as a consuming fire, a dreaded Judge. — The New 
Testament worshiper looks back to the same Jesus to whom the Old 
Testament worshiper looked forward. The only difference is this, 
that His work is to us an accomplished fact, while to our fore- 
fathers in Israel it was a consummation devoutly to be wished and 
prayed for. If the.word of promise was sufficient to support their 
faith, surely the Gospel of promises fulfilled ought to make our 
faith in our Keeper doubly strong. He has accomplished our rec- 
onciliation with God; He has taken away the indictment of our 
wicked deeds; He has made our peace. His protecting hand is 
shelteringly extended over his poor, unworthy wards of grace. He 
is our Keeper.— But nobody else is; nobody shares this Savior’s 
office with Him. If we allow any element besides Jesus to enter into 
our meditation on the force which, we believe, will sustain us, our 
meditation turns into irreverence and blasphemy. If there is any- 
thing troubling us to-night, either in our past conduct or in our future 
walk, and we fail to commit the matter to Jesus, we have no keeper 
in heaven. And no keeper on earth will avail in our unnumbered 
necessities without the gracious will and blessing of Jesus. (Acts 
4, 12.) ; 

Qs 


“The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in.” 
What do these words mean? What is the measure, the extent, the 
scope of the guardian care which Jesus exercises over His redeemed ? 
“This means, that, no matter where you are, at home or afield, no 
matter where you sojourn, the Lord will be with you and keep you. 
‘Going out’ refers to our going to our daily labor; ‘coming in,’ to 
our returning from labor for rest. Hence, the meaning is this: 
Whatever task you may be engaged in, the Lord will always be with 
you. He gives you this promise: There is no place where, no oc- 
casion when, no affair or enterprise in which, no person by whom, 
no work through which, I shall suffer you to perish. On the con- 
trary, I, the God of heaven and earth, shall ever be at your side as 
your Protector.” So Luther read the vast application of the promise 
in our text. (4, 1804.) And so the Israelites understood it. For the 
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expressions used in our text were current phrases among them 
(Deut. 28, 6.19; 23, 20; Josh. 1,7; 1 Sam. 29, 6), and they denoted 
the whole of man’s earthly activities, “his general conduct and occu- 
ation in his varied affairs,” his experiences of sorrow and gladness, 
is days of toil and evenings of rest, and last, not least, his final 
departure out of life and his entrance into the life eternal. Every- 
thing is in the care of Jesus, our Keeper.—It follows, then, that 
“whatsoever we do in word or deed, we must do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus,” Col. 3, 17; we must “cast all our care upon Him,” 
1 Pet. 5, 7; we must “commit our way unto the Lord,” Ps. 37, 5. 
Our safety is in proportion to our trustful resigning of our affairs 
to His almighty and gracious disposition. If there is anything that 
we consider worth keeping, He will, and He can, keep it for us. 
Let us make sure, then, of confiding what we hold dear to Him, 
above all, our soul at its last going out and coming in. 


3. 


“The prophet, by this psalm, teaches us to view faith not as an 
inert state or condition (einen toten Zustand oder Beschaffenheit) 
as the sophists do, but as the greatest work and movement of the Holy 
Spirit, enabling us to formulate our judgment in accordance with 
the Word, and contrary to our sensations, perceptions, and ex- 
periences; also to overcome dangers of any kind.” (Luther, 4, 1805.) 
Yes, our closing lesson is a lesson of faith. The things which to our 
understanding are embraced in the term “keeping,” the power that 
is back of this term, the effects that depend upon this term, are not 
reasonable matters according to our natural way of thinking. If 
God had not told us these things, if their truth had not been sealed 
to us by the awful death and the glorious resurrection of our Lord, 
it would be folly to make these words our daily prayer, and a norm 
governing our conduct. There will be abundant occasions when we 
will be dissuaded from placing our implicit confidence in these words; 


there will be whisperings within us and without, counseling us other- . 


wise, raising the old infernal question: “Yea, hath God said,” or, 


“Tf thou be a child of God, do this or that.” The lesson with which . 


we conclude our divine services this year is a call to courageous 
battling, to heroic, stalwart, persistent, and persevering faith. The 
full benediction of our text will be realized by us as we apply the 
test of our faith to it, if we take our blessed Lord at His Word, if 
we dare to do, or not to do, what He likes or dislikes, for His sake. 
If this test is not applied, the text will be no more than a beautiful 
saying that may linger awhile in the memory, but will fade and 
vanish in the turmoil of this boisterous life. If we call the Lord 
Jesus our Keeper, let us be serious and in earnest, and make Him 
our Keeper. 

So, whether on the hill-tops high and fair 

I dwell, or in the sunless valleys where 

The shadows lie— what matter? He is there. 


And more than this: where’er the pathway lead, 
He gives to me no helpless, broken reed, 
But His own hand sufficient for my need. 


So, where He leads me, I can safely go, 
And in the blest hereafter I shall know 
Why in His wisdom He hath led me so. 
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